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THE FOGHORN  
Newsletter of the Marine Modelers Club 

of New England 

 

 
 

February 2007 
 

     
Commander 

Mike Hale 
124 Flintlock Rd 
Taunton, MA  02780 

508-880-3051  
commander@marinemodelers.org 

1
st

 Officer 
Steve Levesque 

1002 Lantern Lane 
Middleboro, MA  02346 

774-213-5921 
1stofficer@marinemodelers.org 

Equipment Officer 
Bob Okerholm 

14 Sherwood Circle 
Sharon, MA  02067 

781-784-7313 
equipment@marinemodelers.org 

Event Officer 
Arthur Perlmutter 

117 Wilson Drive 
Framingham, MA   01702 

508-879-6530 
event@marinemodelers.org 

Treasurer/Membership 
Bob Jones 

19 Butternut Road 
Sutton, MA   01590 

508-865-7359 
membership@marinemodelers.org 

Publicity 
John Cooper 

6 Temple St 
Medway, MA   02053 

508-533-8589 

Newsletter Editor & 
Webmaster 

Bill Michaels 

10 Abel Jones Place 
Acton, MA  01720 

978-266-1947 
newsletter@marinemodelers.org 

Note:  Use officers@marinemodelers.org to reach all the club officers as a group.  
 
Visit our club Web Page at:    www.marinemodelers.org 
 
Next Event:  Sunday, February 25,  1:30 -4:30 pm:  Club Meeting, United Church of 
Christ, 496 Main Street, Medfield, MA  
 
Looking Ahead:  The March meeting will be on March 18, also at the Church Hall in 
Medfield.  

 
Directions:  From Route 95, take Exit 16B (Rte. 109 Westwood). Drive through Westwood, 
Walpole, Dover and into Medfield center (about 10 miles). At the second set of lights in 
Medfield center there is a Mobil station on the right and a Bank of America on the left. The 
United Church of Christ is located immediately after the bank. Turn left on Miller Street where 
you can park on the street or in the bank’s lot. Enter the doors at the corner of Route 109 (Main 
Street) and Miller Street. 
From Route 27, turn at the intersection of Route 27 and Route 109, traveling east. Cross over the 
railroad tracks. Miller Street is the second street on your right. 
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Agenda for February  Meeting 
 
We have a lot planned for this month’s meeting:   
 

Business meeting:  We need to elect the Officers for 2007.   All the incumbents have 
volunteered to serve again, but the meeting will be the last chance for 
anyone else to toss their hat into the ring. 

 
Modeling Sessions:   Larry Milo- light demo-products and uses 
                                  John Cooper- tips and tricks on painting boats 
 
Show and Tell:    Bring your new projects along to share with everyone.  
 
Door Prize Raffle:  Multiple prizes will be up for grabs:  

1. Book:  History of the American Sailing Navy, by Howard Chapelle. 

2. Book:  The America’s Cup Races, by Herbert L. Stone 

3. Boat Kit:  - Graupner models  Neptun – 34 inch long cargo ship, $90.00 value.  
Kit is complete, just needs a radio system.  

 
Agenda for March Meeting 

 
Planning for the March Meeting is underway.   Here’s what we have planned so far…. 
 

Business meeting:   If  required. 
 
Modeling Sessions:   Vinnie Marrinucci-weathering and detailing boats 

                                                Larry Milo-motors and elect,12V-VS 6V,plus others,  
                                                shafts,(connectors-motor to shaft and props 
 

Club Jackets:     Jackets will be available for pick-up.   
 
Swap meet:   Sale of  boats, equipment, and/or parts. 
 
Raffle Prize:  A 19th century shipyard diorama kit.  Made by the Spanish company  
  Constructo Modelismo Navel.  This is a nice kit, with lots of detail.  
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Notes from the Commander: 
 

Here are some notes form the January Officers’ meeting.    
 
1: All items for the use of club funds have to be approval by the majority of the officers.    All 
items for the use of club funds will be submitted in detail for review and approval by email to all 
officers, plus a phone call or letter to John Cooper(or any officer without email) and will be 
confirmed back to the Commander by each officer by email with approval or disapproved. 
The only time this will not be required is if the submittal is brought to a meeting and a copy of 
details and costs is given to each officer and we discuss and vote on it at that time with majority 
approval and so document it. 
  
2:  Dues will go down from $25  to $20 for 2007 only. 
  
3:  Prior to publishing, the newsletter will be sent to Mike Hale,  Bob Okerholm, and Arthur 
Perlmutter for review, to make sure we have the latest info on events.    
  
4: There will be a Fog Horn issue every month except January.  We would like to find a way to 
get more new pictures in each issue.   Complete directions should be in each issue for the 
upcoming events.  
  
5: The complete schedule will remain in every issue and only change for corrections as required. 
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Question of the Month 
 
This month’s question:  “What have you been working on this winter? “   The answers: 
 
Mike Fioretti:   This winter I built the Midwest Fantail Launch II, the keel was laid Dec. 1st, it is 
now ready for water trials, I am currently adding full and half  tops (with fringe) which did not 
come with it. 
 
Ed Croughwell:  I've been working on the Dumas kit "Rangeley". Lots of fun! I've added a 
smoke generator and a steam engine sound module  to it. Attached is a photo. For those 
interested, there is a discussion group dedicated to Dumas kits at  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/dumasmodelboats/  
Click on the photos tab, then Rangeley tab, and you can see photos of the entire build. 
 
Mike Hale:     Three things—(1) A pirate ship;   (2)   Some and some work on the BIG 
INVADER tug;  and (3)  Finding a modern day version of the Missouri that is reasonable and 
that I can set-up for all kinds of movement, sounds and action. 
  
Eric Bertelsen:    I have been working on my lasers set of lasers, the Tico class Cruiser Anzio. 
She is a big one at 6 feet long and some good weight in the water. I have not put her in yet, but 
with the warm winter we have had, I think I might get a chance before spring. I have been 
ordering details from all over the world. I have it about half done right now, and someone called 
me to purchase it from me. I am going to finish it by the spring, and ship it out to Newport News 
for someone’s personal collection. I will show it to the club before it goes south. But don’t 
worry-- our fleet will have another one soon enough, ‘cause I am going to start on another soon. 
(Already have the hull on order.) 
 
Charles Eaton:  I’ve  been slowly working on a large Billing USCG 44' Motor life boat, nice kit. 
 
Jeff York:  I am working on a 1/96 scale model of the USS San Antonio LPD-17.  There are no 
plans for this ship available so I am going by photos that I took while aboard last summer.  I will 
be creating laser cut parts and photo etch for the model.  It is 85” long and if all goes well, the 
stern gate will open and close like the original.  I had started the model in 2000 before the 
original ship was built.  Because of massive changes to its original design, I was forced to start 
over from scratch.  At least now I can get it right! 
 
Steve Levesque:  I have been researching and building a 1 ft to 1 inch model of a Hooper Island 
Drake Tail.  This is a Chesapeake Bay work boat built between from 1900 through 1934.  They 
were typically 45 ft long and only had a 6 ft. beam resulting in a very fast boat for its time.   
  
Willi Zankel:  I am working on a 37” long shrimping cutter made by Graupner—and having a 
lot of fun with it!   I am looking for a sound module (Graupner discontinued their modules).  
Does any one know who else  makes sound modules with   diesel sound / horn / bell / gull cry ?  
If so, please let me know… 
 



                                                                                                                                          The Foghorn- February 2007 

 - 5 - 

Ed Arini:  I am working on a model of the German tug PARAT.  She uses a  
Voight-Scheneider propulsion system, therefore no propellers or rudders.    It will take a great 
deal of getting used to run her, as the controls do not  resemble what we’re used to. 
I hope to get it for going for trials within the next few months. 
 
Don Murray:  At the last meeting, I bought the enlarged Marine Modeler plans for the 
"Hobomoco" that George Carney made into a Chesapeake Bay fishing boat. It included a 
partially built hull. I will have some work ahead of me.  I won't finish this one in seven days! 
 
Bill Michaels:  Not much, I’m afraid.  I’ve been busy cleaning out the stash—selling a lot of 
excess plastic and balsa airplane kits on Ebay.  I hope to raise enough to be able to buy one of 
those fancy (and expensive) Dean’s Marine kits.  I’ve got my eye on the 36” 1/72 scale Landing 
Ship, Medium.  To that end, I’ve recently been building some 1/72 scale military vehicle kits—
halftracks, tanks, jeeps, etc. They’ll hopefully end up as cargo on my LSM.   
 
Larry Milo:  My new catalog. #207, 275 pages and over 25,000 items. 
 
Bob Jones:  I have been working on two projects that have been moving slowly along.  I hope I 
have both ready for the water for this coming year.   
  
The first is the Midwest Harbor Tug I purchased from the estate items.  It is now highly modified 
and nearing completion.  I had an old Hughey gear drive system that I installed to power a 2.5" 
brass 4 blade prop I got from "Capt Jack".  I really did not have any other place to use the gear 
drive so "why not".  
  
The other is an early 1900's design tug I bought from Al Hubbard.  I think it is a great unique 
hull, it is from San Francisco and long and low.  I gutted the electronics and drive to repower it 
with a 3-1 belt drive and another "Capt Jack" brass 4 blade prop.  Al  got the drawings from 
George Carney a couple of years ago and built it up at that time.  Al was never satisfied with the 
performance.  
 

From the Editor 
 
I’m nearing the end of my first season as Newsletter Editor, and one thing is for sure—there isn’t 
as much to write about when we’re not gathering at the lake!   (I seem to be a bit short of 
pictures, etc. for this month.)   Next year, I’ll try to plan ahead, and save some features to run in 
the “slow” months.   Fortunately, this month I do have a lot of interesting new product 
announcements to pass on: 
 
Revell USS Gato Kit:  
 
The 1/72 scale Revell USS Gato submarine kit (52 inches LOA) is now widely available, and has 
gotten great reviews.   If you’re interested in converting it to RC, Dave Welch is now taking 
orders for a  Water Tight Cylinder (WTC)  kit.   Here’s his webpage:      
http://www.frontiernet.net/~bwelch  
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New PT Boat kit:  
 
The Italeri 1/35 scale PT-boat is out, and it is a terrific kit.    The PT-596 is a late war 80 foot 
Elco boat, with the roll-off torpedoes and the heavier “barge busting” gun outfit.  The kit is 
getting great reviews, and is light years ahead of the old Lindberg PT-109 kit in terms of details 
and fidelity to scale. The kit lists for $140, but I’ve seen it advertised as low as $112.   
 
If you want to see it for yourself, the Spare Time Shop in Marlboro has it in stock.   
 
Fletcher Plan Book: 
 
Years ago, the Floating Drydock produced a “Fletcher Plans Book”.  This book was published by 
The Floating Drydock, and was considered the reference to have if you are building a model of a 
USN Fletcher class Destroyer.  The book has been out of print for many years, and was 
commanding incredibly high prices on the used book market.   
 
The Floating Drydock has responded to the request for a re-release of the book.  They have 
recently announced a release of the book on a CD.   Here’s a short review taken from the 
Lindberg Fletcher discussion group: 
 

Got my Fletcher Plan Book CD yesterday. I think it is super, You get  the CD with the Fletcher Plan Book on 
it, all 343 pages, 2 profile  drawings 25" x 11" of the USS Fletcher DD 445, one side shows her in  1942 and 
the other side shows her in 1944, the other profile sheet  shows the USS The Sullivans DD 537 in 1943, 
and the other side shows  
her in 1945, that gives you profiles of a round bridge and a square  bridge in 4 different years, 1942 to 
1945. 
 
The CD has a gazillion pics of details and thingies that I have never  seen before, beautiful over view pics, 
lots of info on camouflage,  drawings and pics. 

 
 
 
USS ARIZONA Kit Announced: 
 
Trumpeter has announced a 1/200 scale plastic model of the USS Arizona.   At that scale, an 
Arizona would be a bit over 3 feet long, with a beam of about 5.5 inches.   This should make a 
nice RC model— especially with that beam.    The kit is listed on Stevens International’s website 
(the US distributor of Trumpeter) as a November 2007 release.  No price has been announced, 
but, based on their other big ship kits, I’d guess this will be at least $150.   
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Hints and Tips 

 
From a tip posted on the Seaways Ships in Scale e-mail list, I found a great glue applicator:   
 "Doctor's BrushPicks."   The maker calls them  "The world's best toothpick".   Not sure about 
that,  but they do make good glue applicators.  
 
They're made of polypropylene plastic so most glues don't stick to them,  unlike wooden and 
most plastic toothpicks.  What glue does stick is easily peeled off. One side is serrated and 
pointed. The other side has six little whiskers sticking out that really helps to hold small drops of 
glue. They are soft and bendable without breaking, and can be bent to reach out-of-the way 
places.  I paid $3 for a box of 250.   I found them in my local CVS, next to the dental floss.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

PRECISION 
                SCALE MODEL 

                                         ENGINEERING 

 

 
 

PSME STOCKS OVER 22,000 LINE ITEMS DEDICATED TO THE SCALE MODEL BUILDER. INCLUDING PRECISION HAND AND POWER 
TOOLS; MINIATURE BRASS, STAINLESS STEEL AND ALLOY HARDWARE; RAW MATERIALS – METALS, PLASTICS, WOOD, AND GLASS; 

PRECISION DRIVE COMPONENTS - DC MOTORS, GEARS, BEARINGS, COUPLINGS, SHAFTING, BELTS & PULLEYS, CHAINS & SPROCKETS; 
MINIATURE PNEUMATIC COMPONENTS – FITTINGS, VALVES, CYLINDERS; MINIATURE LIGHTING COMPONENTS – LAMPS, LEDS, NEONS, 

FIBER OPTICS AND SOCKETS; PLUS MISCELLANEOUS DETAILING SUPPLIES. 
 

SEND FOR OUR 250+ PAGE CATALOG - AVAILABLE FOR $12.00 - REFUNDABLE WITH 
ORDER 

 

PSME 33 HARDING ST.  MILFORD, MA 01757-2215  PHONE: (508) 478-3148        FAX: (508) 478-3590        E-MAIL: psme@psmescale.com         
WEB: www.psmescale.com 
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2007 Calendar of Events 
Date Event 

Saturday, February 17 
     10am - 4 pm 

11th Annual New England Model Engineering Show  
Charles River Museum of Industry  
Waltham, MA                                        www.crmi.org/events.htm 

Friday-Sunday, Feb 23-25 WRAMShow,   White Plains, NY 

Sunday, February 25  

      1:30 -4:30 pm Indoor Meeting,     UnitedChurch of Christ, Medfield 

Sunday, March 18  

      1:00 -4:30 pm Indoor Meeting,     UnitedChurch of Christ, Medfield 

Wednesday, April 4 
             5-9 pm Indoor Model Show, Tewksbury, MA 

Saturday-Sunday, April 14-15 Woods Hole Exhibition 

Sunday, April 22 
           10am - 4pm On-the- Water Session: Choate Pond in Medway,MA 

Sunday, May 20 
          10am - 4pm On-the- Water Session: Choate Pond in Medway,MA 

Sunday, June 3 
          10am – 4 pm On-the- Water Session: Choate Pond in Medway,MA 

Sunday, June 10 
          10am – 4 pm On-the- Water Session:SilverLake in Wilmington, MA 

Sunday, June 16 
          10am – 4 pm Static Display and On-the-water: Town common,Cohasset, MA 

Sunday, July 22 
          10am – 4 pm On-the- Water Session: Choate Pond in Medway,MA 

Saturday- Sunday, August 4-5 
 8 am – 5 pm 

Salem Maritime Festival, Salem, MA 
 Club will be setting up the portable pond with mini-tugs 

Sunday, August 12, 2006 
 10am – 4 pm On-the- Water Session: Choate Pond in Medway,MA 

Saturday, September 8, 2006 
 10 am – 4pm 
Rain date:  September9 

Annual Regatta - Choate Pond in Medway 

Sunday, September 16 
            10am – 4 pm On-the- Water Session:SilverLake in Wilmington, MA 

Saturday, October 6, 2006 
 2pm – 7pm 

On the Water:  Choate Pond in Medway 
             Event: Annual Day/Night run. 

Sunday, November 4, 2006        
 1-4 pm 

Indoor Boat Show/Swap Meet 

United Church of Christ, Medfield 

Sunday, December 2 Annual Dinner- Location TBD 

Note:  Items in italics are not club-sponsored events, but may still be of interest to club members.  


