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Visit our club Web Page at:    www.marinemodelers.org 

 

Next Event:  Sunday, June 3, 10:00am - 4:00 pm:  On the water event at Choate Park in 
Medway.  The theme of this event is Sail boats!  Hopefully we’ll have a big turnout, and some 
decent breezes.   Choate Park and pond is just off of Route 109 (Main St) in Medway. 
 
Directions to Choate Park:  Medway is on Route 109, between the I-495 and Route 128/ I-95 
belts.    The park is visible from Route 109, but access to the parking is via Oak Street.    Route 
109 is Main Street in Medway—if you get to the corner of Main Street and Oak Street, you’re 
there!    (A map to the park is posted on the club website.) 
      
Looking Further Ahead:   Sunday, June 10:  Our first event of the year at Silver Lake in 
Wilmington.  Silver Lake is always a nice change of pace, with lots of room on the big beach. 
Directions to Silver Lake are posted on the club website.  
 

Don’t Forget:  Saturday, June 16—the exhibition on the Cohasset Town Common.  
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Notes from the May Float at Choate Pond 
 
There is not much to report, I’m afraid.   A steady rain fell all weekend, so most folks stayed 
home.  A few hardy souls showed up, and I heard that a boat or two made brief runs on the water.  
 
About the only good thing I say is that it was a good day for the debut of the new club jacket—
I’m sure they came in handy that day!  
 
Steve Levesque sent in this report:    The member count was actually ten!  Two boats actually hit 
the water.  Bob Jones sailed his new "Laser", it was fast!   Also, Brad Bulgar got his ARF tug 
squared away with some drive motor adjustments.  The results were a very scale speed with a 
wide speed envelope and level trim.  
  
 

Question of the Month: 
 
“What is one of your favorite tips for modeling inexpensively?” 
 
Arthur Perlmutter:  I save money by taking the coupons from the Sunday paper from A.C. 
Moore and Michael's and using them to buy wood, paint and glue for 40% or 50% off a regularly 
priced item.  Michael's will accept a coupon from A.C. Moore but A.C. Moore will only take 
their own coupons. 
 
Steve Levesque:   My cheap trick:   I have quite a few Sailboats that require "deep keels" and a 
rather heavy "Bulb". 
I do not like fooling around with molten lead as it tends to screw-up your day and mess up your 
face when the stuff blows up in the pot.  It usually doesn't help your house much either! 
  
What I do is cast the bulbs in a cardboard tube with epoxy and #7 or 9 shotgun pellets.  (I'm a 
skeet shooter and have the lead hanging around.) I've made a number of tubes in various 
diameters marked off in different lengths for different weights.  I simply weigh the lead "dry”  in 
the tube and change the length and diameter etc. until I find the right weight.  I found the weight 
of the epoxy makes little difference. 
  
I cast using "West" epoxy  mixed with the lead shot in a slurry with the keel already in the 
cardboard tube through a slot (taped-up so the epoxy doesn't leak out).  I usually drill a couple of 
holes through the keel so the epoxy locks the bulb to the keel.  For the bigger boats I usually run 
a few bolts through the keel (witch will end up internal to the bulb).  After the epoxy "kicks" I 
simply peel the cardboard off and file the nose and tail to shape. 
  
 

Mike Hale:   I find that U-Do-It-Electronics is a great source for much cheaper amplifiers- just 
got a 7Watt amp kit for my pirate ship ($15.00), speakers, sound systems, plus they have your 
general supplies of wire, connectors and switches. 
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Larry Milo:   With regards to tools, buy the absolute best (quality) you can find and afford.  
They will last a lifetime and save time, energy, frustrations, mistakes and poor results as well as 
money over the long haul. 
 
Bill Michaels:  Home Depot has big cans of spray paint in the basic colors for only a dollar or 
two.   When I need to paint something white, I will often use one of those cans instead of firing 
up the airbrush with more expensive hobby paint.  
 
Cheap cordless screwdrivers can be good sources for 3-6 volt DC motors with a robust 
gearbox—use them to make winches, etc.   
 

Hints and Tips 
 
 
Model Ship Builder CD sets:    MSB was a ship modeling magazine published for about 2o 
years—from 1979 to 1999.   Seaways Ships in Scale now owns the rights to this material, and 
has produced an archive of 20 years of the magazines on CD.    You can order them at 
www.seaways.com. 
 
Plastic Source:   United States Plastic Corp. sells all sorts of plastic products by mail order.  For 
example, you can get a 4’ by 8’ sheet of .020 styrene for what you’d pay for an 8x10” package in 
the hobby store.   Check them out at  http://www.usplastic.com 
 
Free Ship Design CAD Program:   Check out  http://www.delftship.net/  to download a free ship 
design program.   
 

 
 
 

Philadelphia club regatta Cancelled! 
 
From Bob Craig, newsletter editor of the Cape Ann Ship Model Guild:    The regatta, scheduled 
for Sunday, June 10, at the FDR Park at 20th and Pattison Ave, Philadelphia, has been 
cancelled.   Bob passed on a message that the building next to the site had a roof collapse, so the 
Park Service has closed the area as unsafe.   No new date has been announced yet—hopefully the 
folks in Philly can find an alternate site later in the summer.    
 
For more info see their web-page or call John Oddo at 484-802-2462, or 
jonhmaria@comcast.net.    The club webpage is http://phillyshipmodel.org 
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Now Hear This! 
 
I’m starting a new section of the newsletter—“Now Hear This!”    For those that haven’t sailed 
on Navy or CG vessels, this is the traditional start to any announcement made over a ship’s 
loudspeakers.   
 
For the newsletter, the idea will be to give members a forum for sharing ideas or opinions or 
what-have-you with the rest of the club.     This won’t necessarily be an every month thing- but I 
hope at least some of you have something to contribute (especially in slow news months!).  
 
I’ll kick it off…. 
 
Club Standard Docks:   Before moving back east, I was a member of the Northwest RC Ship 
Modelers in Seattle.  One of the ideas we came up with was to create a “Club Standard” dock 
system.   The idea was to come up with a system that would allow member to build sections of 
docks for their models, which could interconnect with docks built by other members.   
 
The trick to doing this was to come up with a standard connector.   One of the club members had 
access to some right angle metal stock, so he made a couple dozen four inch long pieces with a 
pair of holes drilled in each face.   Every one was the same, and they were handed out at a club 
meeting.   
 
The idea was fairly successful—people would build sections of dock with the connector at one 
end, with posts to serve as mounting points at other spots on the section.  The docks could now 
be interconnected in a variety of ways, because they all used the same connector, and were 
designed to accept the standard connector from someone else’s docks.  The docks people built 
ranged from simple to fancy—the simplest ones were a length of painted 2x4 with a connector at 
one end, and pairs of finishing nails at the other to accept others’ connections.  Other built fancier 
docks, to tie in with the type of model they had.  
 
I was thinking it might be a fun thing for us to do, if there is interest.   In Seattle, we had a mini-
marina of models, and no one was stuck hauling home a huge assembly of docks—everyone 
brought a piece to add to the project.    
One truly ingenious modeler built a section of dock that also served as his model stand.  It had 
some dowel “pilings’ at each corner.  On the bench, it had chocks to act as a model stand.  Flip it 
over, and the other side was painted as a simple concrete dock, with some cleats and bollards to 
tie the model up to in the water.  
 
Just an idea….. 
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Help Wanted 

 
I’m always in need of photos for the newsletter, especially once we get out on the water again.   I 
can’t attend every minute of every event, so I need some reporters to help out.    When you send 
in a photo, please provide some caption information, too.   
 
Also, I’d like to get some more material for the Hints and Tips Section.  Any kind of tips is 
welcome- a construction tip, a source of supply, an interesting website, etc.  
 
 
 
 

 

PRECISION 
                SCALE MODEL 

                                         ENGINEERING 

 

 
 

PSME STOCKS OVER 25,000 LINE ITEMS DEDICATED TO THE SCALE MODEL BUILDER. INCLUDING PRECISION HAND AND POWER 
TOOLS; MINIATURE BRASS, STAINLESS STEEL AND ALLOY HARDWARE; RAW MATERIALS – METALS, PLASTICS, WOOD, AND GLASS; 

PRECISION DRIVE COMPONENTS - DC MOTORS, GEARS, BEARINGS, COUPLINGS, SHAFTING, BELTS & PULLEYS, CHAINS & SPROCKETS; 
MINIATURE PNEUMATIC COMPONENTS – FITTINGS, VALVES, CYLINDERS; MINIATURE LIGHTING COMPONENTS – LAMPS, LEDS, NEONS, 

FIBER OPTICS AND SOCKETS; PLUS MISCELLANEOUS DETAILING SUPPLIES. 
 

SEND FOR OUR 275 PAGE CATALOG - AVAILABLE FOR $14.00 - REFUNDABLE WITH 
ORDER 

 

PSME 33 HARDING ST.  MILFORD, MA 01757-2215 
PHONE: (508) 478-3148        FAX: (508) 478-3590        E-MAIL: psme@psmescale.com         WEB: www.psmescale.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Hobby USA 
316 Pond St 
Route 126 

Ashland MA  01721 
508-881-1700 

  www.htuashland.com 
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NEWBURYPORT CUSTOM HOUSE MARITIME MUSEUM 

SHIP MODEL EXHIBIT SERIES 
 
WHAT:   The Maritime Museum will hold a series of ship model exhibits in 2007 and 2008. 
These exhibits will focus on specific types of ship models or ship models from a specific period 
in history. The goal of the series is to stimulate interest in and promote maritime history 
through the art of ship models. 
 
WHERE:   The Newburyport Custom House Maritime Museum, 25 Water Street, Newburyport, 
MA.     The Custom House was built in 1835 and is the stately granite building that has housed 
the maritime collection of Newburyport’s seaport history for over thirty years. 
 
WHEN:    

• The first exhibit in the series will be on Civil War ship models. The date is May 
29th through June 10th, 2007. 

• The second exhibit will be in August during Newburyport’s weeklong Yankee 
Homecoming event. The Maritime Museum will celebrate Newburyport as the 
birthplace of the Coast Guard with a special Coast Guard ship model exhibit. 

• The third model exhibit will be sometime in late September/early October. A 
special International Trade exhibit will open at the Museum in the fall and the 
ship model exhibit will focus on Merchant and Clipper ships both past and 
present. 

 
WHO:   Model makers like you are needed to make this ship model exhibit series a success. We 
need your participation, your clubs participation, and anyone who wants to promote the ship 
model hobby as the best way to learn about maritime history. You can advertise your club, your 
business, and your models for sale. An exhibit sheet is attached for your model entries. Please 
exhibit your models in one or all of the exhibits if they match the series topic. 
 
CONTACT:   We are accepting exhibit entries now for all three exhibits. Please send them to: 

Bill Partridge 
Piel Craftsmen 
3 Center Street 

Newburyport, MA 01950 
Tel: 978-462-7012 

e-mail: pielcraftsmen@verizon.net 
 

Note:  The model entry form is posted on our club website.  
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 2007 Calendar of Events 

Date Event 

Sunday, February 25  

      1:30 -4:30 pm 
Indoor Meeting,     UnitedChurch of Christ, Medfield 

Sunday, March 18  

      1:00 -4:30 pm 
Indoor Meeting,     UnitedChurch of Christ, Medfield 

Wednesday, April 4 
             7:30  pm 

495
th
 RC Squadron Indoor Model Show, Tewksbury, MA 

Saturday-Sunday, April 14-15 Woods Hole Exhibition 

Sunday, April 22 
           10am - 4pm 

On-the- Water Session: Choate Pond in Medway,MA 

Saturday, April 28 
           10am - 4pm 

Ship Model Conference, New London, CT 

Sunday, May 20 
          10am - 4pm 

On-the- Water Session: Choate Pond in Medway,MA 

Sunday, June 3 
          10am – 4 pm 

On-the- Water Session: Choate Pond in Medway,MA 
THEME:  Sailboats! 

Sunday, June 10 
          10am – 4 pm 

On-the- Water Session:SilverLake in Wilmington, MA 

Saturday, June 16 
          10am – 4 pm 

Static Display and On-the-water: Town common,Cohasset, MA 

Sunday, July 22 
          10am – 4 pm 

On-the- Water Session: Choate Pond in Medway,MA 

Saturday- Sunday, August 4-5 
 8 am – 5 pm 

Salem Maritime Festival, Salem, MA 
 Club will be setting up the portable pond with mini-tugs 

Sunday, August 12 
 10am – 4 pm 

On-the- Water Session: Choate Pond in Medway,MA 

Saturday, September 8, 
 10 am – 4pm 

Annual Regatta - Choate Pond in Medway  
                   Rain date:  September9 

Sunday, September 16 
            10am – 4 pm 

On-the- Water Session:SilverLake in Wilmington, MA 

Saturday, October 6 
 2pm – 7pm 

On the Water:  Choate Pond in Medway 
             Event: Annual Day/Night run. 

Sunday, November 4      
 1-4 pm 

Indoor Boat Show/Swap Meet 

United Church of Christ, Medfield 

Sunday, December 2 Annual Dinner- Location TBD 

Note:  Items in italics are not club-sponsored events, but may still be of interest to club members.  


